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Top 20 Personal Injury 
Awards Rise in 2014

By Juliette Gillespie

New Jersey’s top 20 personal injury recoveries saw an uptick 
this year. 

The largest awards reported by the Law Journal between 
Sept 1, 2013, and Sept. 12, 2014, totaled $156.6 million, up from 
$116.3 million last year.

The top payout this year is $20.5 million; last year’s largest 
award was $16.3 million. 

This year’s average award is $7.8 million, which is significantly 
above last year’s average of $5.8 million.

The median recovery, however, is not so different: $5.5 million 
in 2014, as compared to $5 million in 2013. This indicates that there 
was a greater number of larger awards. Indeed, this year there are five 
awards over $9 million, whereas in 2013 there were only two.

But the lowest awards on our 2013 and 2014 lists are not as far 
apart. Ranked at number 20 this year is an award for $3.75 million. 
Last year’s 20th place award was $3.35 million. 

Increases in 2014 were also evident in the next tier of recoveries 

(see “Ten More Awards Worth Noting”). This year’s grouping ranges 
from $3 million to $3.55 million, compared with $2.5 million to $3.2 
million last year.

As usual, the top awards are listed in order of compensatory 
damages, as of the date of the verdict or settlement, even if there 
were punitive damages as well. For example, in the case of Dwyer v. 
Alaris Health at Harborview, the plaintiff was awarded $13.2 million 
in damages, but that amount included about $8.2 million in punitive 
damages. Therefore, the case is ranked as an award of $5 million, in 
a tie for 11th place.

Awards of equal value share a ranking. There are three cases 
ranked at number 11 and two at number 14. 

Awards for multiple parties are ranked by their lump-sum value.
Awards are listed according to their original amounts, even if 

they were subsequently reduced. For example, the award of $9.6 
million to the plaintiff in Stetson v. Nunez is ranked at number 6, 
even though the amount was cut by 35 percent due to the plaintiff’s 
preexisting condition.



Unilateral decisions by governmental 
entities to compensate injured parties are 
not included.

7Negligent security suit settles for $7.8M  
A $7.8 million settlement in a neg-

ligent security suit stemming from the 
murder of a woman and an assault on her infant 
was approved by a Bergen County judge on 
June 6, 2014.

The suit, Estate of Reyes v. Westgate 
Management, stems from the stabbing death 
of Jacqueline Reyes, 29, of the Paulus Hook 
Towers apartment complex in Jersey City, N.J., 
on Dec. 8, 2009. She had 34 stab wounds in 
the face, neck, torso and arms. Her 7-month-
old son, Ivan, was stabbed eight times in the 
abdomen. The child was hospitalized for two 
months after the attack.

Police said Martey Williams of Newark 
committed the assaults while stealing $7,000 
in cash from the apartment. He pleaded 
guilty to murder and was sentenced to 40 
years in prison.

The decedent’s family sued the owner 
of the apartment complex, Paulus Hook 
Community Housing Corp. of Jersey City; the 
management company, Westgate Management 
of Lawrenceville, N.J.; and a security contrac-
tor hired by Westgate, DMS Security Systems 
of Jersey City.

The suit charged the defendants were neg-
ligent because uniformed guards were on duty 
from 4 p.m. to 8 a.m. and the attack took place 
at around 8:30 a.m.

The entrance to the apartment building 
required visitors to be buzzed in, but Williams 
managed to enter as a resident was leaving.

The defendants maintained that security 
was reasonable and that the crime could not be 
prevented because Williams targeted his vic-
tim, said plaintiff lawyer Daryl Zaslow.

Williams stated in a deposition that the 
attacks were precipitated by a dispute over a 
drug deal with the decedent’s husband, Ivan 
Reyes, but Reyes denied that he knew Williams.

The case was to be tried by Superior Court 
Judge Charles Powers. The settlement was 
reached after jury selection. Westgate Management 
and Paulus Hook jointly paid $6 million and DMS 
Security Systems paid $1.8 million.

Zaslow, of Eichen, Crutchlow, Zaslow 
& McElroy in Edison, N.J., was assisted 

by Edward McElroy of the firm. Adam 
Adrignolo of Graham Curtin in Morristown, 
N.J., represented DMS Security Systems. 
He declined comment. Joseph McGlone, of 
McElroy, Deustch, Mulvaney & Carpenter 
in Morristown, represented Westgate and 
William Brennan, of Callen, Koster, Brady 
& Brennan in Shrewsbury, N.J., represented 
Paulus Hook. They did not return calls.

11—TIE
Man who alleged doctors 

missed stroke indicators settles 
for $5M 

A man who said doctors missed warning 
signs of a stroke agreed to a $5 million settle-
ment of his Ocean County medical malpractice 
suit on June 20, 2014.

In Silecchia v. Dietz, Paul Silecchia of 
Toms River, N.J., claimed his optometrist 
and his primary care physician both failed to 
diagnose an onset of carotid artery disease that 
was a precursor to a stroke. He has difficulty 
walking and speaking as a result of the stroke 
he suffered and was forced to leave his job in a 
supermarket, according to his suit.

Silecchia, then 50, visited optometrist 
Michael Deitz on June 25 and July 20, 2009, 
complaining of headaches and loss of vision 
in his left eye. Deitz diagnosed Silecchia with 
glaucoma and a migraine, and told him to fol-
low up with his primary care physician if the 
headaches persisted, giving no indication of 
a need for immediate treatment, the suit said.

On July 20, Silecchia phoned his primary 
care physician, Thomas Lozowski, and left a 
message indicating he was having headaches 
and had lost vision in the left eye. Lozowski 
prescribed an MRI but did not suggest the 
symptoms should be investigated urgently, the 
suit said. On Aug. 3, 2009, Silecchia suffered 
a stroke.

Experts retained by Silecchia indicated 
the symptoms were related to loss of blood 
supply to the ophthalmic artery from a carotid 
artery lesion, which warrants an emergent 
investigation. The plaintiff’s attorney, Daryl 
Zaslow, maintained that the condition could 
have been easily diagnosed and treated any 
time in the six weeks before Silecchia suffered 
the stroke.

Under the terms of the settlement, the insur-
ance carrier for Deitz and his medical practice, 

The Ocean Eye Institute, agreed to pay $4 mil-
lion and Lozowski and his practice, DiChiara & 
Lozowski, agreed to pay $1 million.

While the suit was pending, Silecchia’s 
wife, Marta, who had a claim for loss of 
consortium against the defendants, filed for 
divorce. Zaslow had represented both until then 
but she retained separate counsel after filing 
for divorce. The two agreed that Marta would 
receive $750,000 of the $5 million.

Paul Selecchia’s lawyer, Zaslow, is with 
Eichen, Crutchlow, Zaslow & McElroy in 
Edison, N.J. Marta Selecchia’s lawyer was 
Brian Ansell of Ansell, Grimm & Aaron 
in Ocean, N.J. Joseph Cooney of Widman, 
Cooney, Wilson, McGann & Fitterer in 
Oakhurst, N.J., represented Deitz. James 
Ronan of Ronan, Tuzzio & Giannone in 
Tinton Falls, N.J., represented Lozowski. 
Defense lawyers Cooney and Ronan did not 
return calls about the settlement.

17 $4.15M in medical malpractice suit
Hatcher v. Jacobwitz: A Morris 

County judge approved a $4.15 mil-
lion settlement on Oct. 25, 2013, in a suit by 
the parents of a child, now 19 years old, born 
with cerebral palsy and brain damage.

Liza Hatcher claimed that when she 
arrived on Nov. 10, 1993, at Morristown (N.J.) 
Memorial Hospital at 12:30 p.m., she was 
hooked up to monitors and told after half an 
hour that she was not in active labor and could 
leave. Hatcher returned around 4 p.m., having 
received a message from the hospital that the 
fetal heart rate was abnormal.

Obstetrician David Jacobwitz performed 
a Caesarean section at 6:06 p.m. Hatcher 
claimed her son, David, was denied oxygen 
before birth, causing brain damage. Jacobwitz 
did not detect fetal distress, which should have 
prompted an earlier C-section, says plaintiff 
lawyer Daryl Zaslow of Eichen, Crutchlow, 
Zaslow & McElroy in Edison, N.J.

Superior Court Judge Thomas Manahan 
approved the settlement, with $3.75 million 
paid on behalf of the now-deceased doctor, and 
$400,000 on behalf of the hospital and nurses.

Rachel Schwartz of Giblin & Combs 
in Morristown, N.J., for Jacobwitz’s estate, 
and Michael Bubb of Bubb, Grogan & 
Cocca in Morristown, for the hospital, did 
not return calls.
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