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A Middlesex County judge on April 
23 approved the final portion of a $6.5 
million settlement in a medical malprac-
tice suit, Estate of Horvath v. Alegre-
Gomez, lodged on behalf of a 53-year-old 
woman who died while being treated for 
pneumonia and other respiratory issues.

According to court documents and 
counsel, on March 28, 2015, Marie 
Horvath was brought by ambulance to 
St. Peter’s University Hospital in New 
Brunswick after several days of fever, 
cough, headache and confusion, and was 
diagnosed with pneumonia, hypoxia and 
sepsis. Her condition worsened, includ-
ing development of  acute respiratory 
distress syndrome (ARDS), and she was 
treated with antibiotics and oxygen, said 
her family’s lawyer, Daryl Zaslow of 
Eichen Crutchlow Zaslow in Edison.

Three days later, Horvath’s blood-
oxygen level dropped, and Dr. Ikemefula 
Ekekwe, a pulmonologist employed by 
the hospital, ordered Horvath to be intu-
bated so she could be put on a ven-
tilator. The intubation was performed 
by Regina Alegre-Gomez, a certified reg-
istered nurse anesthetist with Anesthesia 
Consultants of New Jersey. Horvath died 
shortly after.

An action was brought on behalf of 
Horvath’s husband and three children. The 
suit claimed that Ekekwe deviated from the 
standard of care by waiting several hours 
too long to have Horvath intubated after 
her blood-oxygen level dropped. The suit 
also claimed Alegre-Gomez negligently 
put the tube in Horvath’s esophagus rather 
than her trachea, and failed to quickly 
detect the error.

The defense contended that there was 
no delay in treatment, and that the intu-
bation was elective, not emergent. The 
defense also contended that Horvath’s 
condition was such that different treat-
ment wouldn’t have saved her life, 
according to Zaslow.

St. Peter’s agreed to pay $5.5 million 
in August 2019 during mediation with 
Maurice Gallipoli, a retired Superior 
Court judge with Porzio, Bromberg & 
Newman in Morristown, and Alegre-
Gomez and Anesthesia Consultants of 
New Jersey agreed to pay $1 million a 
week before the scheduled trial, which 
was set for Dec. 2, 2019, according to 
Zaslow. Ekekwe didn’t pay into the 
settlement.

Middlesex County Superior Court 
Judge James Hyland approved St. Peter’s 

portion of the settlement, a net recovery 
of $3.68 million for the plaintiffs, on 
Aug. 15, 2019, and approved Alegre-
Gomez’s portion of the settlement, a net 
recovery of $629,384 for the plaintiffs, 
on April 23, 2020, according to court 
documents.

Rowena Duran of Vasios, Kelly & 
Strollo in Union, for St. Peter’s, declined 
to comment on the settlement.

Mark Petraske of  Dughi Hewit & 
Domalewski in Cranford, for Alegre-
Gomez, didn’t respond to a call or email 
about the case. Neither did  Edward 
Thornton of  Methfessel & Werbel in 
Edison, for Ekekwe.

— David Gialanella

Cayero v. Sadow: A surgeon agreed 
on Dec. 7 to pay his full pro-
fessional liability policy of $1 

million to settle a patient’s claim that a 
laparoscopic hernia surgery went awry, 
causing disabling injuries.
 Steven Sadow of Succasunna lost 
control of the trocar, a tool he was 
using to perform the surgery, and cut 
the abdominal wall, severed the renal 
vein and injured the aorta of patient Jose 
Cayero of Dover, according to a suit 
filed in Morris County Superior Court.
 Cayero, an engineer, then 62, almost 
died, was in intensive care for two 
months, needed rehabilitation and cor-
rective surgeries and is no longer able 
to work, says his lawyer, David Mazie 
of Mazie Slater Katz & Freeman in 
Roseland. Cayero’s lost wage claim was 
$250,000, Mazie says.
 Defense lawyer Craig Combs of 
Giblin & Combs in Morristown con-
firms the amount of the settlement. The 
doctor said the operation was compli-
cated by prior ulcer surgery Cayero had 
undergone, Combs and Mazie say.

— By Henry Gottlieb

$800,000 in Gender-Bias Suit
Nardone v. Borough of Belmar: A 
former Belmar police officer accepted 
$800,000 on Dec. 27 to settle her gender-
discrimination suit against the borough.
 Kara Ketcham Nardone, 31, a 
member of the police force since 1997, 
alleged that she was subjected to behav-
ior that constituted discrimination, a 
hostile work environment, assault and 
battery, violation of equal protection 
rights and retaliation.
 The Monmouth County suit alleged, 
among other things, that supervising 
officer Michael Sharin lit a firecracker 
within a foot of Nardone’s desk and 
later shot her in the thigh with a BB 
gun, causing her leg to become red and 
bruised. Sharin was suspended for six 
months, and later terminated for an unre-
lated incident.
 After reporting the BB-gun inci-
dent to Police Chief Richard Lynch, 
Nardone was told she could be subjected 
to criminal charges for not reporting it 
immediately. The department then began 
investigating her and terminated her 
upon learning she had not reported a his-
tory of mental health problems when she 
applied for the job, says Belmar’s attor-
ney, Arthur Thibault Jr. of Apruzzese 
McDermott Mastro & Murphy in 
Liberty Corner. Thibault confirms the 
settlement.
 The settlement includes $125,000 
in back pay and $300,000 for attorneys’ 
fees, says Nardone’s attorney, Charles 
Sciarra of Sciarra & Catrambone in 
Clifton. 
 Sharin’s attorney, Michael Gilmore 
of Gilmore & Monahan in Toms River, 
did not return a telephone call.

— By Maria Vogel-Short

$750,000 for Cyclist Hit by Car
Mammon v. Plauski: A Hoboken bicy-
clist who suffered nerve damage in a 
collision with a car settled his Hudson 
County suit for $750,000 on Dec. 13.
 Michael Mammon was pedaling 
north on South Beach Avenue in Beach 
Haven on July 17, 2004, when he was 
hit by an eastbound car at a stop-sign 
intersection with Glendola Avenue.
 The suit charged that the driver, 
Stephen Plauski of Beach Haven, had 
disregarded the sign. Plauski said he had 
stopped but that Mammon, who was on a 
racing bike that required him to keep his 
head down, could not see the car, says 
Mammon’s lawyer, Donald Caminiti of 
Breslin & Breslin in Hackensack.
 Mammon suffered a fracture of his 
left elbow and nerve damage in his left 
forearm, resulting in loss of motion in 
the third, fourth and fifth fingers of his 
left hand. He underwent four surgeries 
to repair the elbow and the nerve damage 
and restore motion to the fingers.
 Mammon, now 39, was able to return 
to his job as a physician’s assistant soon 
after the accident and did not make a 
wage claim, Caminiti says.
 Plauski was covered by Liberty 
Mutual Ins. Co. and his attorney, 
Yutonya Horton of Linda Bauman’s 
firm in Fairfield, confirms the settle-
ment.

— By Charles Toutant
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