
 VOL. 227 NO. 50	 MONDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2021 � NJLJ.COM

statewide legal authority since 1878

Reprinted with permission from the December 13, 2021 edition of the NEW JERSEY LAW JOURNAL. © 2021 ALM Media Properties, LLC. All rights reserved. Further duplication without permission is prohibited.  
For information, contact 877-256-2472, reprints@alm.com or visit www.almreprints.com. # NJLJ-1214021-529003

$1.25M in Amputation Case
Hvidsten v. McQuilla: A 

motor vehicle accident involv-

ing an injured motorcyclist 

settled for $1.25 million on 

Nov. 1 in Ocean County.

On Oct. 6, 2020, 45-year-

old Hal Hvidsten was rid-

ing his motorcycle on North 

County Line Road in Jackson 

as Kathleen McQuilla’s min-

ivan made a left-hand turn 

in front of him onto Jackson 

Mills Road. Hvidsten’s lawyer, 

according to Barry Eichen of 

Eichen Crutchlow Zaslow in 

Edison, said there were no 

witnesses to the crash.

The minivan struck Hvidsten 

and crushed his left leg against 

his motorcycle. He was taken 

by medevac to Jersey Shore 

Medical Center, where he later 

underwent an amputation of 

his left leg below the knee. 

Hvidsten has since been fit-

ted with a prosthetic leg and 

is expected to be able to walk 

again, Eichen said. 

Hvidsten was unlicensed 

and uninsured, Eichen said.

The suit was filed in May 

2021 and settled early in the 

case.

McQuilla’s insurance 

company attributed fault to 

Hvidsten due to cocaine in his 

system, according to Eichen, 

but nevertheless tendered 

her full policy limit of $1.25  

million. 

Kathleen McQuilla was rep-

resented by John C. Prindiville 

of Sea Girt, who could not be 

reached for comment about 

the case. 

— Marianna Wharry
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